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SUB J : INDOCHINESE BOAT CASES 

REF: A) BANGKOK 25437; B) SINGAPORE 4223 

SUMMARY. SHIP CARRYING 57 REFUGEES DEPARTS FOR MALAYSIA, WHILE 
A NEW ONE REPORTEDLY ARRIVES IN PATTANI. CONSULATE SONGKHLA 
UNDERLINES NEEE FOR MORE REGULAR UNHCR PRESENCE IN SOUTHERN 
THAILAND. END SUMMARY. 

1. JAPANESE SHIP "MIGHTY" ARRIVED BANGKOK SEPTEMBER 10 CARRYING 
57 VIETNAMESE REFUGEES (REF A) AFTER REPORTEDLY BEING REFUSED 
ENTRY TO SINGAPORE WITHOUT PLACING $5,000 BOND DOWN ON EACH ONE, 
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CABLED TO HIS BANGKOK COUNTERPART RTG DID NOT PERMIT PASSENGERS 
TO DISEMBARK, AND SHIP DEPARTED AFTERNOON SEPTEMBER 1 1 FOR 
PORT KELANG, MALAYSIA. IT SHOULD ARRIVE THERE NIGHT SEPTEMBER 
14, STAY HALF DAY, DEPART FOR SINGAPORE OR BUTTERWORTH, THEN 
POSSIBLY GO TO KARACHI. SHIP CAPTAIN MAY TRY TO TRANSFER 
REFUGEES TO JAPAN-BOUND FREIGHTER IN SINGAPORE, IF GOJ CONCURS. 

2. UNHCR INTERVIEWED REFUGEES DURING BRIEF STAY IN BANGKOK. 

THERE WERE NO ETHNIC CHINESE ABOARD. INDEED, UNHCR CONFIDED 

THAT ONLY SMALL NUMBER OF THEM WOULD FALL UNDER UNHCR MANDATE IF 
THAT ORGANIZATION REALLY FOLLOWED ITS OWN DEFINITIONS OF A 
REFUGEE. UNHCR IS TRANSMITTING RESULTS OF ITS INTERVIEW TO UNHCR 
KUALA LUMPUR. APPROXIMATELY 10 OF THE 57 WOULD BE ELIGIBLE 
FOR THE U.S. PROGRAM. POST WILL SUBMIT INFORMATION SEPARATELY 
ON THEM TO APPROPRIATE ADDRESSEES. 

3. EMBASSY REPEATING BY SEPTEL MESSAGE FROM CONSULATE SONGKHLA 
NOTING FAIR RECEPTION ACCORDED BOAT OF 9 REFUGEES WHO ARRIVED 
THERE SEPTEMBER 9. OUR CONSUL IN SONGKHLA WAS ENCOURAGED BY 
FAVORABLE IMPACT OF INTERNATIONAL PRESENCE THERE AT THE TIME ON 
LOCAL OFFICIALS AND URGED THAT UNHCR ESTABLISH MORE PERMANENT 
PRESENCE IN THE SOUTH, A RECOMMENDATION WITH WHICH WE FULLY 
CONCUR. UNHCR'S DARRYL HAN, WHO WAS AMONG VISITORS TO SONGKHLA, 

IS CURRENTLY MAKING A SPECIAL STUDY OF SOUTHEAST ASIA BOAT PROBLEM 
IN HOPES OF FINDING SOME NEW SOLUTIONS TO THIS THORNY ISSUE. 

4. PRESS REPORTED THAT ANOTHER GROUP OF 46 VIETNAMESE REFUGEES 
RECENTLY ARRIVED IN PATTANI PROVINCE. WE HAVE INFORMATION 
ABOUT THEIR STATUS. 

5. RE REF B, WALL STREET JOURNAL'S BARRY KRAMER HAS BEEN WORKING 
ON BOAT STORY FOR PAST WEEK. BELIEVE NO ACTION SUCH AS THAT 
RECOMMENDED REF B NOW REQUIRED IN HONG KONG. IN ADDITION, AP 
OFFICE IN BANGKOK IS PREPARING A LONG ARTICLE ON THE SAME SUBJECT 
WHICH SHOULD APPEAR SOON. IN PREPARING ARTICLE AP HAS RECEIVED 
REPORTS FROM ALL ITS BUREAUS IN THE AREA. WE CONCUR WITH 
SINGAPORE'S ADMONITION THAT WE WOULD AVOID APPEARANCE OF 
PUSHING PRESS CAMPAIGN. 

BURKE 
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